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ta avatoAikd mapdhia g Atukng, peta&u g Pagrivag kar tou MNépto
Pdptn, exel mou n medidda twv Meocoveiwv Bpéxetar amd to Néuo Eu-
Boikd kOATTo, Bpioketal n koiAdda tng Bpaupwvag.

H IZTOPIA THZ BPAYPONAX

H mpdtn eykatdotaon otov Ad@o, Tou Seomdlel 0ToV HUXO TOU KOATTOU
NG Bpaupwvag, tomobeteital ota téAn g veoAiBIKAG Kal oTIG apxEG NG
TPWIKNG eMoxr|g Tou XaAkoU (3300-2800 mm.X.). Katd ) didpkeia twv peco-
eMadikav xpdvwv (2000-1600 1.X.) o oikiopdg Ba e&ehixBel og pia opyavw-
pévn KovaTnta, ou Ba eBdoel og uPnAS onpeio avdmuéng. 2tg duo TPw-
TeG Pdoelg TG Uotepng emoxrig Tou XakoU (1600-1375 mX.) n katoiknon
ouvexiCetal, v o oIKIoPOG yupw oto 1200 m.X. eykataleimeta.

H Bpaupwva umrp&e gnuicuévn yia tn Aatpeia TG Bpaupwviag Aptéu-
80¢, 10 IgPG NG oMoiag anmoteAoUoe Kal BPNOKEUTIKO KEVTPO TOU SO Twv
PIAaidv. 2ZUpgwva pe Ty mapddoon, tn Aatpeia autr €pepav otnv Atk
amd I yn twv Tabpwv o Opéatng kai n lpiyévela, or omofol, apol ékieyav
10 SIMetég Edavo g Aptéuidog, idpucav igpd Mpog TV NG Uotepa and
diatayr} g Bedg ABnvdg.

H Aatpeutiki xprion tou xopou Eekivd tov 9o al. X, H mepiodog akurig
Tou apxier amd to 700 X, kopupovetar oto B’ picd Tou Sou kai e§ako-
AouBei ka®' 6An n didpkeia Tou 4ou kai tou 3ou at X Or avaokagég Epe-
©av OTo QWG Ta KIrjola Tou vaou Kai NG oTodg, v Sev €xouv eviomoTel
aképn ta oikodopApata tou igpol (Yupvdoio, Takaiotpad, au@ImoAeioy, Im-
TIOVEG), Ta ortoia avagépovtal og emypagr] Tou 3ou at. mX.

Ta mhotola kar moikiAa avabrjpata paptupolv I @Uon g AdTpeiag tng
Aptéuidog otn Bpaupwva, aMd kai ta Aatpeutikd Spwpeva mou eAdupa-
vav xopd. Mia peyahorpenr|g mopurr| (Bewpia) Eexivoloe kdBe mévte xpo-
via ané v AkpdmoAn tng ABrjvag yia va yioptdoel ta Bpaupwvia oto 1epd
NG Bedq, katd T didpkeia Twv omoiwy, ekTdg and Bucieg, mMpaypatomnoiou-
vtav abAnTikol, JOUGIKOI Kal IMTTIKO! ayWVEG.

H apxteia anoteholoe T onpavtikdtepn Aatpeutiky ekdiAwon g YIopTHG
Kal €ixe TOV Xapaktripa Onteiag kai punong yia v evnAikinon kai tov ydpo. H
Bed kabodnyoUoe ta Kopitola yia to mépacpa and tnv naidikr otnv £npIky
nAikia kai ta mpoetofyale yia Tov KUpIo POAO TOUG OtV Kovwvia.

O APXAIOAOTIKOX XQPOX TOY IEPOY THZ APTEMIAOX BPAYPONIAX

Kévtpo tng Aatpeiag oto 1epd tng Bpaupivag anotéleoe o vadg ng Ap-
tEpidog (1), dwpikdg ev mapaotdol pe omobdédopo f dduto, o omoiog oiko-
SoprBnke oto a” piod tou Sou al. X, ot B€on Tou Kateotpappévou amd
Toug [Népoeg mahaidtepou vaou (6og ar. X.).

AvatoAikd tou vaoy, yUpw oto 500 X, kataokeudotnke TOAUYwVIKOG ava-
ANHHATIKOG ToiXOG, MOAvVAG YIa TV Teaypatomoinon eidIKOV TEAETOV (2).

2Uppwva Pe Tov pubo, n lpiyéveia, kheidolxog 1€peia TG APTENISOG, Aa-
Toeudtav oto 1Epd w¢ xBévia npwida. Mupriva tng Aatpeiag NG amotée-
og 0 PUBIKOG Tdog, To «kevripiovy (6) otn Bépeia mAayid tou Adgou g
Bpaupwvag. Eixe tn popery ommAidg e didgpopa ktiopyata oto ecwtepIkd
NG Kar xpovoroyeital mepl To 700 m.X. Zta khaoikd xpdvia 15pubnke évag
HIKPOG vadg, Tou TauTiotnke pe To Hpwo tng lgivéveiag (5), kai éva peya-
pdoxnpo Ktiopa, mou ovopdotnke lepd Oixia (7).

H otod (12), éva nwpivo exkatdumedo oikoddunua dwpikol pubuou, me-
pIBdMer og oxrjua 1 1o peydiwv dlaotdoewy Kevipikd aibpio tou igpol To
orolo Bdpela, dutikd kai avatoAikd mepiBdAetal anmd OToEG He KIOVOOTOl-
X[€G, EV® N TETAPTN TPOG VOTO TAeUpd Eleve avoIkTr). 2Tn Bopeia kai duti-
kr) TAeupd NG otodg Siapopewbnkav dwudta pe €i0odo MPogG TV EowTe-
pIkry aulrj, ta oroia Atav eGomAiopéva pe EUAIVeG KAiveg kai AiBiva tparté-
Qia. MapdMnAa mpog tn Bdpeia Mépuya TG OTodg eKTEVETAl GTWIKO OIKO-
dounua (13) pe dvo pvnueiwdeig e106doug (MpdmuAa) avatoAikd Kar Sutikd.

H tetpdywvn ABivn vépupa tou Sou ai. X (10), kovtd ot BA. ywvia g
otodg, onuatodotoloe mMOavwg Ty KatdAngn lepdg odou amd v Abrjva ot
Bpaupwva kar e§unnpetoloe tn diéAeuon Med®v kal TPOXoEOPWY TIdvw ard Ty
Koftn Twv uddtwv mou éppeav ard v lepd MNnyry (9) otov Epacivo motapd.

TO MOYZEIO THX BPAYPQONAX
MpoBdlapog
lotopia Twv avaokagikOv €PEUVOV Kal N avactiAwon NG otodg tng
Bpaupwvag.
AiBouca |
O mpoiotopikof olkiopol g Bpaupwvag kar o drpog twv PiAaidwv katd
TOUG 10TOPIKOUG XpOvoug. Ta pvnueia tou igpol Kal thg eupltepng TepIo-
xg and tov 5o ar. mX. €wg ta pecaiwvikd xpdvia. Ta iepd tou dripou twv
Aldv Apagnvidwv.
AiBouca 2
To Avdylugpo twv @ewyv (o pubog mou agpopd
otnv idpuon tou igpou).
Avabnuatikd avdyluga.
ExBéuata (mx. Kpatnpiokor) mou oxetiCovtar ag'e-
vOG pe Ta AatpeuTikd Spwpeva mou ehduBavav
XWPA OTOo 1P KAl AP'ETEPOU HE TIG UMOOTd-
oelg G Bedg (Bed g yovipdtntag, Taupo-
nohog, Exdn, Mdétvia Onpav, Kuvnyetc).
AiBouoa 3
Apigpwpata otn Bed wg mpootduda
TV TTAIBIOV Kal KOUPOTPOWO.
AiBouca 4
Avabriuata mou oxetiCovtal pe TG
unootdoeig g Bedg (Mmpootduda twv
YUVAIK®V, Tou ydpou, Twv eeriBwv Kai
NG XEIPOTEXVIAQ).
Mappdpivog Bupde.
=UNva avukeideva and TG avaokapeég Tou le-
pou. Avabrjpata mou dev oxetiCovtal pe urmootd-
0oelG TG Bedg (ayyeia ouprooiou, MAIva eidONQ).
AiBouoa 5
ExBépata amnd toug drjpoug tng Meooyai-
ag (Maiavia, Kopwri, Mapkdrouro, Mdp-
1o Pdem).



he valley of Brauron lies along the eastern coast of Attica, between
Rafina and Porto Rafti, where the Mesogeia plain is watered by the
Southern Euboean gulf.

THE HISTORY OF BRAURON

The first settlement on the hill, in a predominant position overlooking the
Brauron bay, dates to the end of the Neolithic and beginning of the Early
Bronze Age (3300-2800 BC). During the Middle Helladic period (2000-1600
BC), the settlement evolved into an organized community that reached a
high level of development. Habitation continued during the first two phases
of the Late Bronze Age (1600-1375 BC), but the settlement was abandoned
around 1200 BC.

Brauron was famed for the worship of Artemis Brauronia, whose sanctu-
ary was also the religious center of the deme of the Philaidai. Tradition holds
that her worship was brought by Orestes and Iphigeneia, who stole the effi-
gy (xoanon) of Artemis from the land of Tauris and by order of the goddess
Athena landed in Attica to establish a sanctuary in honor of Artemis there.

The use of the area for worship began in the 9th c. BC. [t started to flour-
ish from 700 BC, enjoyed its heyday in the second half of the 5th ¢. BC,
and continued in use throughout the 4th and the 3rd c. BC. Excavations
have brought to light the temple and the stoa, but the sanctuary structures
quoted in a 3rd ¢. BC inscription (gymnasium, palaestra, amphipoleion, sta-
bles) have not yet been discovered.

The richness and variety of offerings attest to the nature of the wor-
ship of Artemis at Brauron, as well as to the rituals that took place there.
A splendid procession (theoria) set out every 5Sth year from the Athenian
Acropolis towards the goddess' sanctuary to celebrate the Brauronia, dur-
ing which sacrifices as well as athletic and musical contests and horse races
were performed.

Arkteia was the most significant rite performed during the festival and had
the concept of service and initiation for the time of adultness and marriage.
The goddess guided the young girls from childhood to adolescence and
prepared them for their main role in society.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ARTEMIS BRAURONIA SANCTUARY

The Temple of Artemis (1), a Doric temple in antis with an adyton at the
far end, built in the first half of the 5th c. BC at the site of an older (6th c.
BC) temple destroyed by the Persians, was the center of worship at the
sanctuary.

East of the temple, a polygonal retaining wall was built around 500 BC,
probably for the performance of special rites (2).

According to the myth, Iphigeneia, the priestess of Artemis, was wor-
shipped as a chthonian heroine at the sanctuary. The core of her worship
was her mythical tomb, the “cenotaph” (6), on the northem slopes of the
hill at Brauron. It was shaped like a cave, with various buildings within, and
dates to around 700 BC. During the Classical period, a small temple identi-
fied as the Heroon of Iphigeneia (5) and a megaron-shaped structure that
has been named the Priestesses’ Residence (7) were built.

The Stoa (12), a porous hecatompedon in the Doric order, is shaped
like a 1, around the large central atrium of the sanctuary, which is sur-
rounded by collonaded stoas on its northemn, western, and eastern
sides, while the fourth (southern) side remained open. Along the Stoa's
northern and western sides were rooms opening onto the inner court-
yard, furnished with wooden couches and stone tables. The Northem
Stoa (13), with two monumental entrances (propyla) to east and west,
lay parallel to the northern wing of the Stoa.

The square Stone Bridge of the 5th c. BC (10) near the northeast corner of
the Stoa probably marked the end of the sacred way leading from Athens to
Brauron. It was built to facilitate pedestrians and carts over the waters that
flowed from the Sacred Spring (9) into the Erasinos River.

THE BRAURON MUSEUM

Vestibule
History of the excavations and anastylosis of the Stoa of Brauron.

Gallery |

The prehistoric settlements of Brauron and the deme of the Philaidai dur-
ing the historical period. The monuments in the sanctuary and greater area
from the 5th c. BC to the medieval period. The sanctuaries of the deme of
Halai Araphenides.

Gallery 2

The Relief of the Gods (the myth relating to the establishment of the
sanctuary).

Votive reliefs.

Exhibits (e.g. krateriskoi) connected with ritual acts in the sanctuary and
with various qualities of the goddess (goddess of fertility, Tauropolos, He-
cate, Mistress of Animals, Huntress).

Gallery 3
Votive offerings to the goddess as the protectress and nurse of children.

Gallery 4

Votives related to the goddess’ functions (protectress of women, mar-
riage, adolescents, and handicrafts).

Marble altar.

Wooden objects from the ex-
cavations in the sanctuary. Vo-
tives unrelated to the goddess’
various qualities  (symposium
vessels, clay figurines).

Gallery 5

Exhibits from the municipalities
of Mesogaia (Paiania, Koropi,
Markopoulo, Porto Rafti).
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lotopikr eEENEN Bpaupwvag

Mvnueia apxaiohoyikol xwpou

O Arjpog twv AAdv Apagnvidwv
18puon tou 1Epol olpgwva pe Tov pio
Ta Aatpeutikd Spopeva

Yrootdoeig g APTEMSOg

Aptepig ipootduda twv maidiiv

Yrootdoeig Aptépidog
Moikira avaBruata

Meooyaia

Historical evolution of Brauron
Monuments of the archaeological site
The Deme of Halai Araphenidai

The establishment of the temple
according to the myth

Cult practices - Qualities of Artemis
Artemis protector of children
Qualities of Artemis

Various offerings

Mesogaia



Eicobog

Entrance
—_—

I. Nadg Aptépidog

2. AvaAnppatkdg toixog
3. AvaAnupa

4. ExkAnoia Ayiou lewpyiou
5. Hpwo lpiyéveiag

6. Tagog lpiyéveiag

7. lepa Oikia

8. MNpoiotopikr) AKpSTIoAn
9. ©¢on lepag Mnyrig
10. AiBivn Eupa

II. Mpdmuo Xtodg
12. Y04

13. Bépeio otwiké oikodopnua

|. Temple of Artemis
2. Retaining wall

3. Terrace

4. Chapel of Ayios Georgios
5. Heroon of Iphigeneia

6. Tomb of Iphigeneia

7. Priestesses’ Residence

8. Prehistoric Acropolis

9. Site of the Sacred Spring
10. Stone Bridge

II. Propylon of the Great Stoa
12. Stoa

13. Northern Stoa
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